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ACTS XVIL 2, 3. 


« And Paul, as his manner was, 
reaſoned with them out of the 
ſcriptures ; ; opening andalledg- 
ing that Chriſt muſt needs have 
ſoffered, and riſen again from 
the dead ; and that this Jeſus, 


whom I pd unto you, is 


the Chriſt. * 


HE apoſtle Paul (an account of 
| whoſe preaching is tranſmitted to 
us in theſe words) was, in point 
of natural abilities, and humanely acquir- 
ed accompliſhments, the greateſt by far of 
all the apoſtles. More than this, he was 
exceeded by none of them in gracious qua- 
lities as a chriſtian; or extraordinary gifts 
as an officer in the kingdom of God, 
which was now ſetting up in the world. 
Perhaps, we have in him, after due prefe- 
| | rence 
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rence to our great Maſter and Lord, the 
moſt compleat pattern of the good man, 
eſpecially the good miniſter. Who, among 
thoſe, whether inſpired or uninſpired, that 
have been thought worthy to be entruſted 
with the diſpenſation of the goſpel, were 
ever better qualified for their work, ſpirited 
to it, or that laboured in it with more 
prudence, diligence, fidelity, and perſe ve- 
ring reſolution, amidſt the greateſt trials 
and difficulties? Were directions to be gi- 
ven to form the moſt reſpectable miniſte- 
rial character, they could not be fetched 
from a more ſtriking and inſtructive ex- 
ample (our Saviour's only excepted) than 
this of the apoſtle Paul's, as ſet forth in the 

ſacred books. 


Two things eminently exemplary in 
him, and worthy of the particular notice 
of all goſpel-miniſters, are recorded in my 
text, and may employ our preſent medi- 
tations; the MANNER in which he prea- 
ched, and the sb JECTS he preached up- 
ON. 


As to his manner of preaching, it was 
RATIONAL, and SCRIPTURAL. Says the 
text, 
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text, he reaſoned with them out of the 


ne 


Hrs preaching was RATIONAL ; ; that 
is to ſay, he made uſe of good arguing in 
his diſcourſes. He did not ſpeak to his 
hearers in a confuſed, incoherent, way ; 
but there was a clear and juſt connection 
in what he ſaid. One thing depended on 
another, was illuſtrated by it, or deduci- 


ble from it. He applied to the underſtan- 


dings of men for their enlightning, totheir 
judgments for their information, to their 
conſciences for their conviction ; and not 
merely to their affections and paſſions to 
warm and melt them. 

THI1s was the way in which he preach- 


ed to the Theſſalonian Jews. And it was 


his MANNER in preaching at other times, 
and in the audience of other people. To 
be ſure, if we may judge of his preaching, 


ſiderable a part of the new-teſtament ; or 


by his apologies for himſelf; or by the goſpel 


he preached, the record of which we have 
in the book of As, it was not in the 
way of a looſe, unconnected application 


to the affectio ns of men ; nor in the way 
of 


LY 


either by his epiſtles, which make ſo con- 
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of mere authoritative, magiſterial affirma- 
tion, in virtue of his apoſtleſhip, and ex- 
traordinary character as a meſſenger from 
God]; but by reaſoning upon what he ſaid, 
by making good what he delivered by pro- 
per inference and deduction. This was 


his MANNER of preaching. And by it, 


as one obſerves, he has ſanctified reaſon 
to the purpoſes of religion, and ſhewed us 


that one ſort, and indeed the beſt ſort, of 


good preaching conſiſts in good arguing”. 


Sou there are, I am ſenſible, who 
are rather offended than pleaſed, when 
preachers ſpeak to them upon things per- 
taining to the kingdom of God and Chriſt 
in a way of reaſoning ; though they here- 
in copy after the example of an inſpired 
apoſtle. They have no reliſh for diſcour- 
ſes, unleſs adapted to excite their paſſions. 
If theſe are put in motion, they ap- 
plaud the preacher, and imagine they have 
gained ſpiritual profit: Whereas, if he ſo 
opens his ſubject, by good reaſoning, as to 
ſet it before their underſtandings in a clear 
and ſtrong point of view, it is in their ac- 
count, a poor inſipid buſineſs, not at all 


—— to the *** of godly edifying. 
BuT 
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Bur they are herein egregiouſly miſta- 
ken. It ſhould always be remembred, the 
paſſions may be moved, when the diſ- 
courſe, far from being inſtructive, i 18 crude, 
rambling, unconnected, and, it may be, 
inconſiſtent with itſelf. The excitement 
of ſenſations that are pleaſing may be the 
effect, not of light operating in the mind, 
but of mere ſounds modulated in a certain 
Way. And whenever this is the caſe, as 
it too oſten is in fact, the motion in the af- 
fections is nothing more than the mere 
. working of animal nature. Tis wholly 
a mechanical production, and of no ſer- 
vice in the ſpiritual ſenſe; Whereas, when 
truth, by juſt reaſoning, is let into the 
mind ſo as to be clearly perceived and 
well underſtood, real good is done; yea, 
good that may, if it be not our own fault, 
turn'out to ſaving advantage, The apoſtle 
Paul therefore, who was well acquainted 
with human nature, reaſoned with his 
hearers, as the wiſeſt and moſt effectual 
method he could take to promote their 
religious improvement. He knew that 
| warmth in the paſſions was, at beſt, mo- 
mentary and vaniſhing, and would cer- 


n fail ot anſ 8 any good end, un- 
* leſs 
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leſs light and truth were firſt conveyed in- 
to the mind. He knew he was ſpeaking | 
to men, who,as theyare endowed with in- 
tellectual powers, ought chiefly to be influ- 
enced by their underſtandings, not their 
affections, and muſt be ſo influenced, if 
they are ever influenced to good purpoſe in 
the buſineſs of ſalvation. It was accor- 
dingly his main care to reaſon with them, 
offering what was proper to open and en- 
large their minds, and.“ fill them with 
the knowledge of God's will in all n | 
wildom oe” my cn 


| Nor chat the paſſions ſhould be neg- 
lected. They have their uſe in religion, 
| as well as in common life ; and-may with 
pertinency, and to good purpoſe, be ſtir- 
= red up. But then care ſhould be taken as to 
ll the way in which this is done. Surely, - 
it ought not to be attempted by a ſceming- 
ly ſolemn uſe of mere words and-phraſes, 
which though pious in their ſound, ' yet 
have no plain, if intelligible, meaning; 
1 nor by a noiſy fervor in ſpeaking that is 
= - only hiſtrionical and affected; nor by that 
management of voice and geſtüre which 
is nothing more than the effect of worldly 


policy. This was not the way in which 
me. 


* 7 : 
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the apoſtle Paul endeavoured to affect his 
hearers. He deſpiſed the thought of pro- 
curing admiration, or any profitable at- 
tendant on it, by crafty addreſſes, artfullß 
contrived to pleaſe his hearers by tickling 
their fansjes, and raiſing a uſeleſs motion 
in their paſſions. Says he to the chriſtians 
at Corinth, 1 Cor. ii. 4. My ſpeech 
and my preaching was not with enti- 
.cing words of mans wiſdom. ” What 
does the apoſtle here mean by © enticing. 
words of mans wiſdom ” ? If, he had 
any meaning at all, his view was directly 
pointed at thatartful manner of placing and 
pronouncing words, by which deſigning 
men, in that day, ſo moved the affections 
of the people, as, under this inffuence, to | 
perſuade them to will and do juſt as they 
would have them. And why did he not 
endeavour, in this way, to allure thofe 
he converſed with, and preached to? 
Surely, not becauſe he wanted ability in 
this kind ! His invention was ready, his 
imagination lively, he had words at com- 
mand. . Beſides, having been educated 
under che care of the great Gamalicl, he 
was lcarned in © the 25 iſdom of words, 
that is, in all the invented arts to work 


mechanically upon men's paſſions to lead 
them blindfold. But he eſteemed | it a diſ- 


Fx grace 
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grace to the goſpel of the bleſſed God, a 
debaſement of its infinitely intereſting 
' truths, to deliver them in this worldly- 
Wiſe manner ; as though they needed the 
help of man's wiſdom to give them force 
to touch the heart, and ſet the affections 
into all the motion that would ſerve to 


| any religious purpoſe. 


| Nor that he reaſoned with wh hearers 
in a dull, cold, lifeleſs manner, having up- 
on his mind no juſt ſenſe of the important 
weight of eternal concerns. His heart 
was thoroughly warmed when he preach- 
ed; and he uttered himſelf, without all 
doubt, as one that was in real carneſt, and 
ſo as that it might be ſeen that he was ſo. 
The God of nature has ſo formed us, that 
we cannot ſpeak upon matters which lie 
with weight upon our minds, and greatly | 
affect vs, without the diſcoyery of it in the 
very manner of our ſpeaking. There are 
certain outward ſigns by which the in- 
ward feeling of the heart is indicated ; 
and they are ſo obvious, and naturally 
ſtriking, that they cannot eaſily be mif-' 
| underſtood : And they have the ſtrongeſt 
tendency to arreſt the attention, and 
cranſmit the like ſenſations to thoſe who 


are ſpoken to. In this naturally and 
mm. _ powerfully 
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powerfull y affecting way the apoſtle Paul 
delivered his reaſonings with the people, 
upon the great affairs of their ſouls and 
everlaſting ſalvation ; and it is the beſt, 
perhaps the only proper way in which 
they ſhould be delivered. Theatrical airs 
are well enough ſaitcd. to performances on 

the ſtage, where the putting mens paſſions 


and affections into a pleaſing commotion 


for the preſent is all that is aimed at. But 
the pulpit does not ſeem a fit place for 
acting a part. By mimicking nature, if it 
is done well, or, what means, in this caſe, 
preciſely the ſame thing, by artfully play- 
ing the hypocrite, preachers may move 
the paſſions of their, hearers ; but the emo- 
tion, in this way excited, is moſt com- 
monly of the ſame kind with that which 
is occaſioned by *© the ſounding of brafs, 

and the tinkling of a cymbol ; and of 
as little uſe or profit in the affairs of reli- 
gion and ſalvation. —But I muſt nor en- 


large. 


Taz apoſtle Paul's preaching was 
SCRIPTURAL, as well as rational. The 
meaning is, he made uſe of ſcripture- 
arguments in his diſcourſes ; in this way 


illuſtrating and confirming the truths he 
delivered 
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| delivered, wherein he could do it with 

I] propriety. Says the text, he reaſoned 

with them out of the ſcriptures. '”” He 

\ did not merely cite a paſſage or two from 

_ thence, but argued upon the texts he had 

C occaſion to mention; entering into their 

true ſpirit, opening their ſenſe, and point- 
ing out their pertinency as proofs of this 

or the other truth he was upon. And it 

was his manner tobe thus ſcriptural, when 

he had to do with the Jews, as was the 

caſe at preſent, 


SOMETIMES bis hearers, and the ſab- 
jets molt proper to ſpeak to them upon, 
were ſuch, that arguments from reaſon 
were the fitteſt to be uſed with them. 
And, in this caſe, his arguing was from 
mere rational principles. Thus, when he 
was called to preach before Felix, the Ro- 
man governor, conſidering his character 
as an unjuſt and adulterous man, he 
* reaſoned with him of righteouſneſs and 
temperance, ” as well as © a judg- 
ment to come.” So when he preach-. 
ed to the idolatrous people at Lyſtra, his 
ſubje& was, their turning from vanities,” 
or idols, © to the living God.” And 
the method of reaſoning he uſed was, a 


| repreſentation 
Acts xxii. 5. 8 


} 
- 
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repreſentation of God to them not only as 


© the maker of heaven and earth, but 
the God who had given to all nations 
ſufficient evidence of his being and provi- 
dential government, for that he had 


done them good, and given them rain 


from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, filling 
* hearts with food and e 'F 
Bo T W 3 he preached to theJews, 
who were well aequainted with the wri- 
tings of the old-teſtament, and received 


them as given by inſpiration of God, © he 


reaſoned with them out oftheſe ſcriptures.” 
And it was his cuſtom to do ſo. . A nota- 
ble ſpecimen of this we have in my text, 
to which I may add that ſimilar one, in 


Acts xiii. from the 16th to the 37th verſe; 
where, from the heads, at leaſt, of a long 


ſermon which he preached, it appears to 
have been a chain of ſcripture-reaſoning 
calculated and intended to prove the ne- 
ceſſity of the death and reſurrection of 
Chriſt, and upon this baſis to publiſh that 
moſt intereſting go] pel-doctrine, in the 
38th and 39th verſes, © Be it known un- 


= Mi * therefore, men and brethren, that, 


| through 
1 Ads xyir. 15. 14. 


/ 
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through this man, is preached unto you 
the forgiveneſs of ſins ; and by him all 
that believe are juſtified from all things, 
from which ye could not be Juſtified by 
the law of Moſes. ” | 


Ay reaſoning from the ſcripture is 
the beſt way of preaching. The apoſtle 
Paul ſhould herein be imitated by the pre- 

ſent miniſters of the goſpel. Not that we 
may not, as prudence may direct, preach 
upon ſubjects that will requite other rea- 
ſoning. There are truths it may be pro- 
Ps at certain times, and upon ſome oc- 
caſions, to bring into the pulpit, the know- 
ledge of which is derived primarily, at 
leaſt, from reaſon, not from revelation. 
And it cannot be expected that preachers, 
in regard of theſe truths, ſhould enlarge 
on ſcripture-arguments, any more than 
Paul did, when he was proving to the 
Atherraus a principle of natural religion: 
Though, even in theſe points, all the light 
ſhould be fetched from the ſcripture that 
their nature will admit of. But the main 
ſubjects to be inſiſted on by goſpel- mini- 
ſters are ſcripture- ones, the myſteries 
that were hid from ages and generations, 
1 but 


% 
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ns have been made manifeſt” by Jeſus Chriſt 
and his apoſtles. And ſctipture-reaſonin 


is the fitteſt to be uſed upon theſe ſubjects: 
Nor 1148 without this will apy. other dg. 


11 may be worth obſerving. 2 the diſi 
cingiithing truths of chriſtiznity, which the 


apoſtle Paul preached, he received, not in a 
way meerly human, but by immediate reve- 
lation from God. It is by revelation alſo 
that goſpel-miniſters ever ſince have derived 
their knowledge of theſe truths; bur in 2 
different way. It is not directly communi- 
cated to them from the fountain of light, 
but mediately by tlie ſcriptures, which 

were # wrote by holy men as moved by the 
holy Ghoſt.” This difference between the 
apoſtle. paul, and goſpel- migiſfers in theſe 
days, 6bviouſly points out a difference in that 
method of reaſonitig which was uſed by him; 
and that which ought to be uſed by them. 
He freely and openly ſpake of the = 
he delivered as what he had immediately re- 
ceived of the Lord ; which it would be high 
arrogance in them to pteſume to do. Not 
that he expected, or defired, that his hearers 
ſhould give credit to his meer affirmation. 
He reaſoned with them to convince them, 
upon the foot of juſt and ſolid evidence, that 
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he was authorifed by God to be his meſſenger 
to make known the counſels of his will rela- 
tive to man's ſalvation. And he reaſoned 
with them alſo to ſhew them the conſiſtency 
of the truths he declared with the revelations 
of Moſes and the prophets ; and not only ſo, 
but with the dictates of right reaſon, as being 
- worthy of God, honorary to his perfections 
and government, and fit to be believed by all 
who profeſs to have underſtanding. This 
fame way of reaſoning is proper for goſpel- 
miniſters at prefent, and will be fo in all fu- 
ture time. But befides this, the ſcriptures 
being to them the only true fource of know- 
ledge in the chriſtian ſcheme of doctrine and 
practice, thefe eminently are the ſource alſo 
from whence they ſhould fetch their reaſon- 
ings upon this head. They may, in this ways 
convey to their hearers * the truth as it is in 
Jeſus ;” and it ſhould be their main ſtudy to 
do ſo, Having, by a due uſe of their rea- 
ſoning powers, always depending upon the 
divine guidance and help, collected from the 
feriptures a clear, diſtinct, and full idea of re- 
vealed truths, they fhould, in the ſame way 
communicate it in their preaching. They 
cannot be too ſtrong and cogent in thus rea- 
foning from the ſcriptures, if, at the ſame 
time, they reaſon with perſpicuity, and ſo as 
* : 0 


9 


' AN ORDINATION SERMON. 15 


to bereadily underſtood, It ! is, indeed, the 
beſt, the only proper way, in which they 


ſhould apply to people to let them into“ the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God,” 
as it has been manifeſted i in the 9 
0. 5 N 


Sons * are, I peck 8 have an ll 
opinion of the uſe of reaſon in matters of re- 
ligion. What, ſay they, has reaſon to do 
with reyelation ? It is unfit to be employed 
by goſpel-preachers, and not worthy of the 


notice of goſpel-hearers. 


Ir is readily acknowledged, it would be 
a great impropriety in chriſtian miniſters,and 


| juſtly offenſive, if they ſhould ſubſtitute rea- 


ſon in the room of revelation, either by treat 


ing chiefly upon meer rational ſubjects, or by 


making reaſon, not the ſcripture, the ſource 
of their arguings upon revealed truths. But 


it muſt, at the ſame time, be ſaid, they cannot 


take a more effectual method to honor reve- 


lation, and render it profitable to their hearers, 


than by the help of reaſoning to lead them 
into a clear, Juſt, and thorough conception 
of its true meaning. Tis a groſs miſtake to 


imagine, that revelation ever was intended to. 


ſuperſede the uſe of reaſoning in goſpel- 
Q 2 e preachers 


_ 
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preachers with reference to it. How could 
they ſatisfy their hearers, that what they re- 
ceive as a divine revelation is not an impoſi- 
tion on their underſtandings, but by the uſe 
of reaſoning? Or if they have been before 
perſuaded, and upon good grounds, that the 
revelation they receive, really came from 
God, how ſhall they let them into an appre- 
henfion of its meaning, but by ill reaſoning 
with them? In what other way can they 
make i it evident to them, that this, and not 
that, is its true ſenſe ? Nay, if reaſoning | is to 
be thrown by as uſeleſs, will not every ſenſe 
that can be put on the ſcripture be equally 
proper? Vea, may not the moſt contrary 
ſenſes be admitted at the ſame time, ſince 
reaſon only « can point out the inconſiſtency 
between them! There ls, in ſhort, no way 
but this of reaſoning ro open the ſcripture, 
trace out the connection of its ſeveral parts, 
and aſcertain preciſely the ſenſe in which this 
and the other part ought to. be underſtood. 
Nor can miniſters properly guard their people 
againſt any Extravagancics, either in prin- 
ciple or practice, but by a due application to 
their underſtandings. This only will give 
check to wantoneſs in their imaginations ; 
and unleſs they will hearken to what may be 
Sffered i ins way of 5 reaſoning, can they be 

 kindefed 
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hindered from following every idle fancy, 
till they have loſt themſelves in the wilds of 
eee . 


MINISs T ERS, 'tis true, may, by their rea- 
ſoning, pervert the ſcripture ; ; giving-it @ 
wrong ſenſe, or ſo mixing corruption with 
the right one, as that the truth can ſcarce be 


diſcerned. But it will by no means follow 


from hence, that they muſt lay aſide reaſon- 
ing as of no ſervice in things pertaining to 

God and religion. The proper improvement 
of their being thus liable to. miſuſe the noble 
power of reaſoning is for people, on the one 
hand, not to eſteem them * lords of their 
faith,” and implicitly give credit to all that 
they ſay; but, looking upon them as frail, 
imperfect, and falible men, to receive noth- 
ing they deliver for truth, only as they are 
convinced it is ſo upon an impartial cloſe 
compariſon of it with the word of God: And 
for miniſters, on the other hand, to keep as 
much as may be from all undue ipfluence in 
the exertion of their reaſonable powers. In 
order whereto, they cannot, in too ſerious and 
humble a frame of mind, put themſelves under 
the guidance of the Spirit of truth in their 
8 into che mind of Chriſt as revealed 5 


ro pon 


2 


* 
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upon their guard, either againſt that. © fear 
of man,” on the one hand, which brings a 
- ſnare,” or that fondneſs. for praiſe, and its 
pleafing appendages, on the other, which is 
equally dangerous. They ſhould alſo be- 
ware of paying an undue regard to venerable 
names and writings, having recourſe to the 
 BiBLE as their oRACLE, their  TOUCH- 
s TONE, their ONLY SURE RULE of judg- 
ing, to the excluſion of all other compoſures 
of all kinds whatever. And they ſhould ro- 
pair to this facred book with an honeſt mind, 
an vpright intention to find the truth; and 
having ſo done, they ſhould, in their loafers: 
ings, fet it before their hearers in an eaſy, 
and yet ſtrong, point of light, as nearly as 
may be according to the purity and ſimpli- 
city in which it lies in the ſeripture itlelf.— 


Bur 'tis time that l paſs, from the manner, 
to the SUBJECT-MATTER of the apoſtle 
Paul's preaching. And this was, that * Jeſus 
is the Chriſt”; that © he muſt needs have 
ſuffered, and have riſcn again from the dead.” 


Tun firſt truth, I would mention as infiſt- 
ed on by Paul in his preaching, was, that 
* Jeſus is the Chrift”; that is, the Meſſiah 


Pointed out in the writings of the old teſta= 
MEA", 
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ment, and propheſied of as the ſon of God, 


and Savior of men. This was 2 truth ne- 


ceſſary his hearers ſhould knew, an eſſentiak 


requiſite in order to their being chriſtians. 
He accordingly not only alledged, but elear- 


ly and fully proved to them, that that perſon, 


who had been ſpoken of among them by the 
name of Jeſus, was © the Chriſt of God,” 


IT ſhould. be femembred here, the apoſtle © 


Paul was now preaching to Jews, among 
whom there might be ſome proſelyted 
Greeks, that is, Gentiles who had embraced 
the Jewiſh religion fo far, at leaſt, as to own 


the. authority of the ſcriptures of the old- 


teſtement, Moſes and the prophets: It was 
therefore © out of theſe ſcriptures,” that he 
* reafoned with them” in proof that that 
* Jeſus whom he preached: was the Chriſt.” 
Doubtleſs, in proſecution of his argument, 
he pointed their view to thoſe paſſages. in 
the ſacred books, in, which the promiſed 
Meſſiah was particularly deſcribed, and on 
purpoſe that he might be known and diſtin- 


guiſhed from all others, when he-ſhould 
come; making application of them to Jeſus, 


and ſhowing their exact and punctual accom- 
pliſhment in him. And, as among the de- 


— marks given in the old - teſtament of 


the 


*S 
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the Meſſiah, one was, that, in his day, and 
upon ſetting up his kingdom, the eyes of 
the blind ſhould be opened and the ears of 
the deaf unſtopped ; the lame man ſhould 
leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb 
ſing”; I fay, as thefe miraculous works were 
to he wrought i in the Meſſiah's day, we may 
be ſure the apoſtle Paul enlarged in his rea- 
ſoning upon the wonders which had been 
done by Jeſus himſelf, and by his apoſtles 
in his name, and by power communicated 
to them from him, in proof of his being the 
Chriſt, he that was to come, as the fe- 
deemer of Ifracl. And having made it 
indiſputably evident, that, in - fulfilment 
of the ancient propheſies, the blind had 
received their fight, the deaf their hearing, 
the lame their feet, and the dumb their 
tongues”; and this, by a touch only of the 
hand, or the ſpeaking of a word; not in a 
| ſingle inſtance or two, but in multitudes ; 3 
not in the caſe of friends only, who might 
be ſuſpected of deſign, but of ſtrangers, ene- 
mies, any who happened to fall in the way 
of Jeſus, or his apoſtles : I ſay, having clearly 
pointed out the fulfilment of the ſeripture- 
- Propheſies, in theſe miracles which had been 
wrought in the times of the goſpel, by Jeſus, 
or his apoſtles, his * was little ſhort 
1 
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of demonſttation; and if his heaters were 
- not convinced, it could not be for want of 
evidence, but the perverſencſs of their minds, 


IT would not be mils ent labor in the pres 
ſent miniſters of the 1 5 if they ſometimes 
reaſoned with their heaters in proof that 
"2m Jelus is the Chriſt.” The ſtate of things 

tis true, is quite different now from what 
it was in the apoſtle Paul's days. Thoſe, 
he preached to, were, for the generality, 
ſtrangers to the religion of Jeſus, having 
ſcarce ever heard of his name. One of the 
firſt things thetefore he had to do was, to 
convince his hearers, upon the foot of reaſon- 
able evidence, that * Jeſus was the Chriſt.” 
This was © the corner-ſtone” he had to lay. 
And till this was laid, in vain muſt he have 
endeavored to raiſe the goſpel-ſuperſtruure. 
Thoſe we commonly preach to are chriſtians 
in name. They profeſs faith in Jeſus as the 
Chriſt, and receive his religion as what came 
from God. It is not therefore neceſſary, 
that, leaving the principles of the doctrines 
of Chriſt,” we ſhould mainly endeavor to 
lay again the foundation of faith” in a 
proof of the divine miſſion. of that Jeſus 
whoſe religion we preach : Tho' if the evi- 
dence for this truth was 5 oftner ſet in a clear 
D and 
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and full point of light before our hearers it 
would not be a needleſs labor. It could do 
no hurt to © the ſtrong in faith ;” and it 
might be beneficial to thoſe of another cha- 
rater. It would happily tend to confirm 
the weak, and eſtabliſh the wavering. Where 
the faith of any was nothing more than the 
effe& of education and cuſtom, it might fix 
it upon its proper baſis, and render it not 
eaſily liable to be fubverted. And, above all, 
it might convince unbelievers, if it may be 
ſuppoſed any ſuch there are among us; at 
lealt, it would make it appear, that the faith 
of chriſtians was not owing to their credulity; 
but that they had good © reafon for their 
hope,” as founded on the goſpel-revelation. 


ANOTHER truth the apoſtle Paul enlarged 
on was, © that Chriſt muſt needs have ſuf- 
fered.” The great thing that hindered the 
Jews, who were now his auditors, from be- 
lieving in Jeſus as the Chriſt, was, his having 
ſuffered death. Chriſt crucified is accord- 
ingly often ſpoken of, in the new-teſtament- 
books, as © a ſtumbling- block to the Jews.” 
They expected the Meſſiah would appear a 
mighty temporal deliverer; conquering their 
enemies, and making them the greateſt and 


oſt flouriſhing 2 in all the world. 
But 
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But, as © Jefus of Nazareth,” inſtead of aſ- 
ſuming the pomp and grandeur of an earthly 
king, ſubmitted to a fuffering life, and an 
ignominious death, they were © offended.” 
This was © the ſtone of ſtumbling, and rock 
of offence,” or, in more plain words, the 
great obſtacle in the way of their faith. 
The apoſtle Paul, in order to remove away 
this W of offence, © reaſoned with them 
out of the ſcriptures” upon the neceſſity af 
the croſs of Chriſt ; © opening and alledging, 
that he muſt needs have ſuffered,” that is, 
according to the propheſies of the old-teſta- 
ment, which could not otherwiſe have re- 
ceived their accompliſhment. He may be 
ſuppoſed to have reaſoned with them after 
ſome ſuch manner as this. It may be ſtum- 
bling to you to hear Chriſt preached as one 
that has been crucified and ſlain ; but it 
* behoyed Chriſt to ſuffer,” it was really a 
matter of neceſſity that he ſhould die. Your 
own ſcriptures ſpeak of his ſufferings and 
death. Thoſe very writings which, you own 
had their original from God, declare, that 
the Meſſiah ſhould be cut off.” He muſt | 
needs therefore have died. He. copld not 
have been the Meſſiah, if he had not. This 
very thing, in the character of Chriſt, his 
| {uffering death, at which you are offended, 
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js what mnſt have been. The writings of 


Moſes and the prophets rendered it neceſlary. 
Your rulers, it is true, were inſtrumental in 
his death ; but they were ſo © becauſe they 
Enew him not, nor yet the voices of the pro- 
phets which are read every ſabbath-day; yea, 


| * theſe they fulfilled in condemning him.” 


Nor that the apoſtle Paul contented 
himſelf” meerly with ſpeaking of the ſuf- 
ferings of Chriſt as à neceſſary fact, according 
to the propheſies of ſcripture. He would 
have been very deficient in his diſcourſe, if 
he had gone no further. Without all doubt, 
He took care to let his hearers into the grand 
deſign of the death of Chriſt; repreſenting 
its neceſſity as an expedient contrived by the 
wiſdom of God to atone for the fins of men, 
and in this way to procure their pardon. 
For this alſo was pointed out, though ob- 
ſcurely, in the old-teſtament books. The 


| facrifices under the law, the expiatory ones 


in ſpecial, were, in the view of God, and the 
defign of their appointment, prefigurations 
of the death of Chriſt, as an offering and 
facrifice to atone for rranſgreſſion. And 
Paul, as he might with propriety and force, 
probably ſpake to theſe Jews concerning the 
5 facrifices ja their reference to Chriſt, as 


types 
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types and ſhadows, which muſt have been 
anſwered in him as the great propitiation for 
the ſins of men. And, as it was perticu- 
| larly prapheſied by the prophet Iſaiah, that 
he ſhould be waunded far our tranſgreſ- 
ſions, bear our iniquities, and make his 105 
an offering for our ſins; and by the pre- 
phet Daniel, that he ſhould © finiſh tranſ- 
greſſion, make an end of ſin, and bring in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs ;” -” he, doubtleſs, in 
his reaſoning from theſe texts, opened to 
them the great goſpel-doctrine of © forgive- 
neſs through the blood of Chriſt. He did 
not meerly alledge and prove, that Chriſt had 
* ſuffered according to the ſcripture ;” but that 
he © ſuffered for ſin, the juſt for the unjuſt,” 
that God might, in a way honorary to his 
perfections and government, diſpenſe forgiye- 
neſs to the ſinful ſons of men. In a word, 
he ſo reaſoned upon this ſubje& of Chriſt's 


d death, and the neceflity of it, as to open to 


his hearers thoſe great goſpel-truths which are 
connected therewith, and dependent thereon, 
as the baſis of our hope in the divine mercy 
for pardon and falyation. | 


AND in this way ought goſpel-minifters in 
theſe days to preach upon the ſufferings and 


_ of Chriſt. 'Tis got cnough to tell _ 
Pity 
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ple, that he © became obedient to death, the 
death of the croſs ;” or that, by dying, he 
confirmed the truth of the chriſtian revela- 
lation, and gave a perfect pattern of ſuffer- 
ing graces. Theſe things, it is acknowledged, 
are truths, and proper to be preached, and in 
their place ought to be preached. But they 
are truths of fmall importance in compariſon 
with the great doQrine of © remiſſion of 
fins,” as founded on the *© propitiation” made 
for them by the © blood of Chriſt,” when he 
was nailed to the croſs. This was the grand 
point aimed at, by the wiſdom of God, in 
the ſufferings and death of his ſon Jeſus, 
And 'tis this that takes off the ſcandal of the 
croſs, and repreſents it as the refult of the 
allwiſe counſel of the merciful God for the 
. pardon of ſinful men. 


IN fine, another thing * opened and al- 
'Jedged” by the apoſtle Paul, in his preaching 
was, that © Chriſt muſt needs have riſen again 
from the dead.” He probably placed before 
the view of his preſent hearers the evidence. 
of the truth of the fact. This he did, when 
he preached upon the fame ſubject to the 
people at Corinth. We have, from his own 
pen, a recapitulation of the proofs he offered 
for their conviction upon this head ; as you 

: may 
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may read at large in his firſt epiſtle to them, 
the fifteenth chapter towards the beginning. 
But, beſides the truth of the fact itſelf, he 
enlarged on the /criptural neceſſity of it; 
making it indiſputably clear, by his reaſon- 
ing, that he © muſt needs have riſen from 
the dead,” that the ancient propheſies fore- 
telling this event might have their accom- 
pliſnment. It would be needleſs, though it 
might be eaſy, to point out the particular 
texts, in the ſacred books of the old-teſta- 
ment, it is probable he argued from. The 
ſum of his reaſoning might be to this effect. 
Let it not be thought an incredible thing 
among you, , that Chriſt, after he had been 
dead, was raiſed again to life. His death 
and reſurrection were inſeparably connected 
with each other in the plan of God, accor- 
ding to your own ſcriptures. The Meſſiah 
was © firſt to ſuffer, and then,” by riſing 
from the dead, to enter into glory.” He 
could not have been the Chriſt of God, the 
Meſſiah deſcribed in the writings you ac- 
knowledge to be of divine authority, if what 
I preach to you is not the truth. By his 
ſuffering death, you have a full completion 
of thoſe ſcripturc-propheſies, which mul} 
have been fulfilled. 


Nor. 
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Non did the apoſtle treat of the refur- 


rection of Chriſt meerly as a fact, or a fact 


in completion of the ſctiptures ; but, if we 
may judge from his preaching upon this ſame 
article at other times, he conſidered it as 2 
truth eſſentially connected with the honor of 
Chriſt, and the peculiar important doctrines 
of his religion. If Chriſt is not © rifen from 
the dead,” he was not the ſon of God and 
Savior of men in reality arid truth, but in 


Þfetence ohly.,—If Chriſt is not © riſen from 


the dead,” we ate yet in our ſins ;” as his 
death was not an atonement for them, to 
which God has teſtifled his acceptance. 
If Chtiſt is not * riſen from the dead,” he 
could not be © the firſt fruits of them that 
fleep in him, the given pledge and affurance 
of their reſurtection to a glorious life that 
ſhall never have an end. If Chriſt is not 
< riſen from the dead, he is not exalted at 
the tight hand of God in heaven; he does 


not appear there as our advocate with the 
father, whom he heareth always ; he is not 


the authoriſed king and judge of the world ; 
nor is there any good reaſon to expect, that 
any of the ſons of Adam ſhall be rewarded 
or puniſhed by him, according to their 
deeds done in the body.” In ſhort, if Chriſt 
is not riſen from the dead, the whole 
goſpel- 
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goſpel-ſcheme of ſalvation is a nullity. He 
e died in vain”; our © faith” in him as the 
Chriſt © is vain” ; and fo is our faith i in * 
of the doctrines of his religion. 


IT cannot be toppled, that the apoſtle 
Paul, an extraordinary meſſenger of God, 

ſhould, in treating on Chriſt's reſurrection 
from the dead, negle& to * open” this doc- 
trine in its neceſſary connection with thoſe 
great truths of chriſtianity, which are de- 
pendant on it. We may beſure, he not only 
affirmed, and proved, that that Jeſus, who 
was once dead, is now alive ; but that he is 
alive in heaven, the approbated Savior, and 
authoriſed interceſſor, king and judge of 
men, by whom they will all be raifed from 
the dead, and made happy, or miſerable, in 
another world, as their charactet in this has 

been either good, or bad, | 


AND © Chriſt riſen 0 the dead,” with 
the great truths comprehended in it, are ſti} 
neceſſary to be inſiſted on by thoſe who are 
goſp el-preachers : Nor will they deſerve this 

name, if they ſeldom, or in a curſory way 
only, make them the ſubje&t of their diſ- 
- courſes. Theſe are doctrines that eminently 
reflet honor on Cn and they enter deep 
E into 
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into the ſcheme of divine mercy as it relates 
to man. They ought therefore to be the 


frequent theme of the pulpit. Ir will not 
ſuffice, that they are mentioned only now 


and then, as it were by the bye; but they 


ſhould often be enlarged on as truths highly 
worthy of the attention of hearers, and that 
need inculcation that their faith in them may 
be well rooted and eſtabliſhed. For their re- 
demption is as truly dependent on a * a riſet 
2nd glorified” Chriſt, as a crucified” one. 
They could go more have been ſaved with- 
Sut the one chan the other. 


our of the brighteſt patterts of good 
Preaching, both as to its MANNER and $UB- 
JECT-MATTER, has now been plainly, tho” 
imperfectly, ſet before you. And it would 
be caſy to ſhow, w herein we might all receive 
benefit from it, whether we ſuſtain the cha- 
racter of ſpeakers, or hearers. But the time 
obliges me to confine what I wonld farther 
ay to the perfon, who may preſently be ſe- 
perated to the goſpel-miniſtry, and to the 
chriſtian focicty of which he is to take the 
charge. 


Ir was, Sir, with a more ſpecial eye to you, 
devering yourſelf this day to © the miniſtry 
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” 


of the word,” that I ſelected for improve- 
ment the noble pattern of good preaching 
that has been brought to view. Permit me 
to recommend it to your imitation. The 
copy was ſet by an apoſtle of Chriſt, one 
immediately commiſſioned by him, and thatall 
along ated under his extraordinary guidance 
and direction. While therefore you conform. 
yourſelf to it, you will approve yourſelf 
a good miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. Jou cannot 
ſpeak to your people upon more proper ſubs 
jects than thoſe that were the main ſcope of 
Paut's preaching. Your hearers indeed arg 
chriſtians by profeſſion ; for which reaſon, 
vou may, ordinaxily, in your diſcourſes, take 
it for granted, that they are believers in 
“ Jeſus as the Chriſt?“ Though, if you 
Tmetimes enlarged on the evidences of this. 
foundation-truth, it might be of good ſer- 
vice. But you cannot dwell too. much in. 

| your preaching upon the death and reſur- 
rection of Chriſt. They are truths of eſſen- 
tial i importance in the religion of Jefus. And 
they are comprehenſive ones alſo; far they 
include in them the whole doctrine of the 
goſpel. It ſhould be your great buſineſs to 
unfold their meaning in its juſt latitude; and. 
if you do this from the ſerĩptures making them 
Pour guide and rule, in all your, reaſoning 
E 2 . 
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upon them, you will · declare to your people 
the whole counſel of God” relative to their 
falvation ; for it is all ſummarily contained 
in theſe articles; it is all deducible from 
them, and it has all been actually deduced by 
the ſacred penman, in the new · teſtamenf | 
books. | 


You will imitate t the great yy of the 
Gentiles in the manner of your preaching al- 
ſo; making it your principal care to apply 
to the underſtandings and conſciences of 
your hearers, and not to their paſſions and 
aſſections. You poſſeſs the intellectual powers 
in too great a degree to be in danger of turn: 
ing them off with looſe, unconnected, empty 
harangues, which, if they ſhould give heat, 
can convey little or no light; nor would 
they be eaſy under ſuch preaching: They 
have been too much uſed to another and 
more excellent way to be ſo. This may poſ- 
ſibly appear a diſadvantage ; you may be ready 
to think it had been better had i it been your 
lot to ſucceed one not ſo diſtinguiſhed as 
Doctor Ma v Ew was known to be for his 
talents as a preacher, and that made ſo con- 
ſpicuous à uſe of them; but it may be of | 
ſervice to you, .it can't fail of being fo, if 


you improve it 28 4 ſtimulus to « excite your 
ambition, 


— tn 
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ambition, and animate your endeavors to ex⸗ 
cel as he did. With the apoſtle Paul, he 
conſidered his hearers as intelligent agents, 
and made it evident he entertained this opi- 
nion of them by forming his diſcourſes ſo as 
to enlighten 1 their minds in the knowledge 
of what he himſelf really believed, from the 
fcriptures, to be © the truth as it is in Jeſus” 
without adulteration. Go you, and do like- 
wiſe ; making it your care, in preaching, not 
ſo much to warm the affections of your hearers, 
25 to touch their hearts by the light of truth, 
fetched from the ſcriptures gs nearly as may 
be in its original purity. After the example 
of inſpired Paul, diſdain the uſe of craft to 
raiſe a uſeleſs, however pleaſing, heat in their 
paſſions ; and allow not yourſelf to ſubſtitute 
'& wiſdom of words,” either in your compo- 
ſures, or the delivery of them, in the room 
of that ſcriptural, rational light, without 
which heat in the paſſions will do no good; 
yea, ſhould it be raiſed to too great an 
height, it would rather tend to make men 
wild, than religious; as has too often been 
the caſe in fact. Let your“ reaſonings out 
of the ſcriptures” be delivered from a heart 
deeply impreſſed with a ſerious ſenſe of the 
infinite importance of goſpel-truths ; ; and 
vo will then naturally ſpeak in the beſt 
adapted, 
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_ Wdapted, and moſt powerful manner, to ex- 
cite affection, ſo far as it can be ſerviceable 
£0 any af the purpoſes of * chriſtianiiy. 


* vou would do als to remember, 
that the apoſtle Paul was as bright a patter 
af GooD LIVING, as of good preaching. | 
Olten take à view of his character in this 
point of light. And if, by being a © a fol: 
lower of him as ke was of Chriſt,” youy 

us url is ſuch as that you may be able to 
| to the confriences of your people, 
and E as he could, © you are witneſſes, and 
God alfo, how holily, and juſtly, and un- 
blamably, I have behaved among you,” it 
would eſtabliſh in their hearts a reverential 
love to you, and tend, more powerfully than 
yor may be ready to imagine, to give life 
and efficacy to all your applications to them, 
whether public os private. | 


TE effect of your miſſion ihis day is a 
| ſecret © hid in God.” It may eventually 
turn out an occaſion of making hard hearts, 
harder, and blind eyes blinder. An affecting 
thought this! but ſhould not be too diſcou- 
raging. Prophets and apoſtles have mourned, 

that they ſhould · labor in vain, and ſpend their, 

Rrength for nenne Nw our Maſter and 
= Lord. 
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Lord had reaſon to adopt that language of 
the rr Iſaiah, who hath believed -ouf 
report? and to whom is the Arm of the Lord 
revealed?“ Even an unfurceſsful miniſtry 
ſhould not therefore liz with two great 
weight upoh your mind. But our hope is, 
that you are ſent of God to be his mſtrument 
un beginning, and carryibg on, 1h multitudes, 
the work of grace in this world, that they 

; may be fotmed to a meetneſs for the un- 
Incorruptible inheritance reſerved in heaven 
for them.” For this caule, we bow oui | 
knees” in humble prayer * tb the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;” and, 1 
doubt not, this great aſſembly unite as one 
in ſaying, AMEN, ſo be it, © Lord! But 
whether your ſuctels in the goſpel-miniſtry 
Is great, or ſmall; whether few arc ſaved by 
means of it, or many hardned ; if you are 
{zithful to Chrift, and to the 2 committed 
fo your care, you will aſſuredly . be * 
in the eyes of tlie Lord.“ 


Go forck, my ſon, in the Srl th of God. 
He that ſends. you has ſaid for our encon- 
tagement, * lo, I am with you alway.” And 
if the great Savior is preſent with you 4@ 
ſupport, comfort, and help you, what ſhould 


Giſhcarten you? Lev nothing move you ow 


4% AN ORDINATION SERMON: 
the path of duty; yea, count not your life 
dear to you, ſo you may but fulfil the mini- 
ſtry you have received of the Lord Jeſus ;* 
and he will, in the day of his appearing, pro- 
nounce you, before the general aſſembly of 
angels and men, © a good and faithful ſer- 
vant,” and © crown you with glory, honor, 
and immortality, in the kingdom of his 


father N 


1 Now turn myſelf to te chriſtian ſociety, 
who uſually worſhip God in this houle. 
Brethren, as we lately mourned with you 
under the rebuke of heaven, which awfully 

bereaved you of your paſtor, highly eſteemed 
for the emiriency of thoſe gifts with which 
it pleaſed the Father of Spirits to furniſh him 
for the work of the miniſtry, we now par- 
take of your joy in that goodneſs of the great 
head over all things, which has given you, 
with ſo much unanimity, peace and love a- 
thong yourſelves, another paſtor, as we truſt, 
after his own heart, one who is fo wel 
| to © reaſon with you from the 
feriptures” upon the important concerns of 
your ſouls ſalvation. Receive him as ſent 
to you from Chriſt, © not to have dominion 
over your faith,” but to be © the helper of 
Jour * Cultivate the affoction you bear 
towards 


44 


towards him; and, while he acts in cha- 
racter, as we truſt he will, let it diſcover 
its increaſing ſtrength and fervor in thoſe 


offices of chriſtian kindneſs, which may 


render his life comfortable and pleaſant to 
him. Bear with his infirmities; for, in 


common with others, he is a partaker of 


frail hamanity. Ceaſe not to make men- 


tion of him in your applications to the 
throne of mercy: He needs your prayers, 
he deſires your prayers. Be upon your 


guard againſt evil ſurmiſings againſt him, 
taking riſe either from your felves, or 
others; and keep at the utmoſt diſtance 
from all needleſs and unjuſt prejudices: 
for nothing will more unhappily tend to 
obſtruct his ufefulneſs among you. Be 
conſtant in your attendance on his public 
adminiſtrations. Let your ears be ever 


open to his reaſonings with you; but make 


it your practice to compare them with 
the ſcripture, and do not fuffer yourſelves 
to be influenced by them ;, only as you 
perceive their agreement with that ſacred 
and only teſt of chriſtian truth. Call nei- 
ther him, nor any man on earth, © your 
maſter ;” for you have © a maſter in hea- 
ven, even Chriſt :” and he is the only one 


n FF _ you 
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you may unreſervedly ſubmit to. Above 
all, let your profiting under his miniſtry 
appear to all around you. Should he per- 


'  ceive no good effects of his labors among 


you, it would be an occaſion of * great 
heavineſs, and continual ſorrow in his 
heart; but ſhould he be able to ſay, 
theſe and thoſe © Thavebegotten” to new- 
neſs of hfe © through the goſpel ;” theſe 
and thoſe, who were before born to God, 
are daily making progreſs in the life of 
grace, growing more' and more up to 
the fulneſs of the ſtature of men perfect 
in Chriſt, ” it would give him both plea- 
ſure and vigor in doing the work, God is 
committing to his care. He would, in this 
caſe, need no commendation from you; 
you would appear in the world living evi- 
dences of his ſerviceableneſs as a good offi- 
cer in the kingdom of God: And what is 
much more, you would be his“ joy, and 
cron of rejoicing, in the preſence of our 
Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, at his coming. 


% AND now brethref, we 8 vou 
to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give 
you an inheritance among all them which 
are ſanftified,” . AND 


. 
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AND may © the God of peace that 
brought again from the dead our Lord Je- 
ſus, that great ſhepherd of the ſneep, thro' 

the blood of the everlaſting covenant, 
make us all perfect in every good work to 
do his will; working in us that which is 
well pleaſing in his ſight, through Jeſus 


Chriſt, to whom be glory forever, and 


ever.” / 
; AMEN. 
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Reverend Mr DAT, of HInGnam, 


'HE F ather of Lights, and God of all Grate, 

| having furniſhed you, Mr.S1MzonHowarp, 
with miniſterial Gifts, and opened to you a Door, 
great and effectual, (we hope) for the uſeful Im- 
provement of them, in the Service of Chriſt, and 
of Souls, to which you have devoted yourſelf ; 
and your Ordination to the Work of the Miniſtry, 
and paſtoral Overſight of the Congregation of the 
Lord's People, who uſually worſhip Him in this 
Houſe, having been ſolemnized by Prayer, and 
the Laying on the Hands of the Preſbytery : We 
of that Order, appointed thereto by the venerable 
Council here convened, are openly to declare 
(which we alſo ſignify by continuing the Impoſi-. 
tion of Hands) the awful Charges of God, con- 
rained in his holy Oracles, which are laid upon 
you, to the faithful Execution of your ſacred and 
important Truſt. 


Now, therefore, before God, and our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt,----the elect Angels, and all this Aﬀembly, 


, we fay unto you; | 
15 Taxz 
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TaAkx heed to the Miniſtry, which thou haſt 
received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it. Take 
heed unto thy ſelf, and to the whole Flock, over 
which the Holy Spirit hath conſtituted you Over- 
ſeer, to feed the Church of God, which he hath 
purchaſed with his own Blood. As conſtrained 
by the Love of Chriſt, feed his Sheep, and feed 
his Lambs. In doing which, with tender Care, 
and unwearied Diligence, the whole Buſineſs of 
the Paſtoral Office conliſteth. | 


More particularly, 


We charge you, as Paul did 7 7mothy, to preach 
the Word ;----be inſtant in Seaſon and out of 
| Seaſon ; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all Long- 
fuffering and Doctrine. In this Branch of your 
Duty, ſtudy to ſhew thyſelf approved unto God, 
and by Manifeſtation of the Truth to commend 
thyſelf to every Man's Conſcience, in the Sight of 
God,a Workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, 
rightly dividing the Word of Truth; and giving 
to every one his proper Portion. In Doctrine, 
ſhew Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity, ſound 
Speech that cannot be condemned. Shun not, 
through Fear of Man, to declare the whole Coun- 
ſel of God; that you may be pure from the 
Blood of all Men. Warn the Wicked that he 
turn from his Wickedneſs, and live: Warn the 
\ Righteous that he turn not from his Righteouſ- 
neſs, and die. Whether they will hear, or whe- 


they will forbear, deliver thine own Soul. | 
ES EO Give 


j 
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Give thyſelf to Prayer, as well as to the Mini- 
ſtry of the Word. Ceaſe not to pray for your 
People. Bear them continually on your Heart, 


in your Addreſſes to the Throne of Grace; as 


Aaron did the Names of the Tribes of 1frael on his 


Breaſt before the Mercy-ſeat. Be their affectio- 
nate Interceſſor on all Occaſions: And leading 
and animating the public Devotions, let Prayers, 


Supplications, Interceſſions, and Thankſgivings 
be made for all Men, and ſet forth before the. 
Lord as Incenſe, which 8 Prieſt burned on the 
Altar. 


Pa ks IDE well in the Exereiſe of that Spiritual 
Goverament and Diſcipline, which Chriſt hath ap- 
pointed in his Church; doing nothing by Partiali- 
ty: Yet of ſome have peculiar Compaſſion, and 
others ſave with fear, pulling them out of the Fire. 
Ut aright the Keys, of the Kingdom of Heaven; 
opening the Door of Entrance into Chriſtian Com- 
munion, in the ſpecial Ordinances of the Goſpel,. 
to the duly qualified ; and ſhuting it againft the 
profane and unworthy. Adminiſter the holy Bap- 


tiſm and Supper of the Lord, to all the proper 


Subjects thereof. Know how to behave yourſelf 
as 4 wife and faithful Steward in the Houſe of God; 
not as Lord over God's Heritage. Uſurp Domi- 
nion over no Man's Faith, or Conſcience ; but be 
the Helper of your Peoples Joy; and bleſs the 


Congregation in the Name of the Lord. 


Bs 
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' Bx diligent to know the State of thy Flock, that 
your private as well LY public Miniſtrations may 
be ſuited thereto, in warning every Man, and teach- 
ing every Man in allWiſdom, exhorting, and com- 
forting, and charging every one as. Father doth 
his Children. 


Tursr Things obſerve, without prefering one 
before another, to the Neglect of any of them.— 
| Watch in all Things. Give no offence in any Thing; | 

+ that the Miniftry be not blamed, and your Tſe, 

fulneſs obſtructed. In all Things ſhew thyſelf a 

Pattern of good Works. Be thou an Example 

to the Believers, in Word, in Converſation, in 
Charity, i in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity. 


WI give you Charge in the Sight of God, 
who quickneth all Things, and before Chriſt Jeſus, 
who before Pontius Pilate witneſſed the good 
_ Confeſſion ; that thou keep this Commandment, 
and ſacred Depolitum, i inall its Branches, without 

Spot, unrebu keable. 


Tux Work, Sir, from which the Servant of 
Chriſt that was here employed in before you ceaſ- 
oth, is now delivered into your Hands. And you 
may undertake it with the greateſt Concern about 
ycur Acceptance and Succeis in it, becauſe you 
oome after one ſo highly and juſtly eſteemed for 
his excellent Performances of it; and ſo dear to 
his loving, and beloved People, that for their Loſs 4 


of 
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bol him in the midſt of his Days,” and diſtinguiſhed 
Uſefulneſs, ' the Tears are not yet dried from 
thei Eyes. But be of good Courage, be ſtrong 
in the Lord, and in the Power of his Might, of 
whom is all the ableſt Miniſter's Sufficiency. And 
be aſſured of this, that the greateſt Steadineſs and 
Candour are ordinarily to be found in a well inſtruc- 
ted People. The more ſkilfully and firmly a good 
Foundation of Chriſtian Knowledge and Practice 
hath been laid here by a wiſe Maſter-builder ; the 
greater Encouragement you have to build there- 
upon, to the further Edification of this Church. 
But, take heed how you build on the Foundation, 
other than which can no Man lay, which is Jeſus 
Chriſt: And carry on the Super ſtructure with 
ſuitable Materials; not Food, Hay, Stubble 
the Doftrines, Commandments and Inventions of 
Men, nor. the unprofitable Niceties of human Sci- 
ence, that ſhall be burnt by the Fire which ſhall 
try every Man's Work of what fort it is ; and fo 
| yourſelves ſhould very ſcarcely be ſaved, — but 
Gold, Silver, precious Stones, — the pure unadul- 
terated, ſubftantial Truths of the Goſpel, which 
will abide the Teſt, and ſo you ſhall ſuffer no Loſs, 
but receive a full Reward. You are entered into 
the Labours of One, who was exemplarily induſ- 
trious to cultivate the Minds of his Hearers with 
Spiritual and Divine Inſtructions; and ſow in their - 
Hearts the good Seed—the Word of the King- 
dom, which you being diligent to water, and 


God gracious to give the — you will reap 
| that 


/ 
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5 in whereon you beſtowed not Labour —have the 
Advantage of your Predeceſſor's faithful and ig- 
defatigable Pains, to the greater Succeſs of your 
own. And herein that Saying will be found true, 
One ſoweth, and Another reapeth. And fo both 
he that ſowed, and you that reap may rejoice to- 
gether, —— The Souls of this People, by your 
ſucceſſive Labours, gathered in as Fruit unto Life 
eternal, ſhall be a Crown of Rejoicing unto both 
in the Preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his 
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HE grand Deſi ign of the GospEl Mnusrxv 
| ſhows it to be an high and honorable, as 
well as holy Calling. The Angels in Heaven 
eſteem it their Honour to be miniſtring Spirits; 
and rejoice when they are ſent forth to miniſter 
for them, who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation. And 
yet, this ſacred precious Treaſure of the Goſpel 
we have in Earthen Veſſels; that the Excellency 
of the Power may 4 be of God, and not of Man. 
To ſome of the ſi ofuf Children of Men is this 
Grace given to preseli the unſearchable Riches of 


Chriſt. * 


And when God is pleaſed to confer this Favour 
upon any, by putting them into the Miniſtry ; the 
Rules of Chriſtianity, as well as of Decency and 
Civility, teach us to congratulate chem upon the 
 Hoyour that Chriſt has done them: Publickly to 


00 them as his Minfierh, = —_ welcome them into 
the 


The Right Hand of "Felioay/hip.” 51 


the Service-of heir Lord: And that ſuch, who . 
are in the. Miniſtry, before, ſhould take them into 
Fellowſhip,w with. them ſel es, and publickly receive: 
them. a8 their, Brethren, and {woo in * 
Kingdom and Service of Jeſus, Chriſt. 


Axp the Behaviour of the Apoſtles towards 
one another was but agreable hereto; For 
when” Jones, Cephas, and. John perceived the 
Grace ; that is the Grace of the Apoſtleſbip which 
was given to Paul. That is, when they perceived 
that he was caſled and commiſſioned to be an 
Apoſtle as much as they themlelves ; ; they gave to 
Bim, and Barnabas his Companion i in the Mipiſtry. 
the' Right Hands of F, ellowſhip, As a pabli * 
and Token hereof. 


Axp altho' it is not * that this Ggnifice- 
tive, Action of the Apoſtle amounts to the force of 
a Precept or Inſtruction; yet we look upon this 
apoſtolical Precedent as that which very well war- 
- rants the Cuſtom, of theſe Churches open ſuch an 
Occaſion as this. before us. 


- Watxerors, in Conformity hereto let me ſay. 
that as the Apoſtles percetved; /o Dear Sir, we 
perceive the Grace that is in you. We perceive 
the Favour of God in the intellectual Faculties, 
and mental Powers he has given you. We per- 
ceive the Grace and Favour of God in beſtou ing a 
liberal Education upon you; thereby training yon 
* for the Service of the Sanctuary. We percerve 
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alſo that by the unanimous Voice of thü People 
you have been called to the Work of the Goſpel 
Miniſtry among them. We alſo percerve. that you 
have now in a regular ſolemn Manner been 'intro- 
duced into that ſacred Office by Prayer, and the 


| laying on of the Hands of the Predyterye.' 


Acconpmerr, 1 do now in theName 5 at 435 
Deſire of this venerable Council convened on. this 
Occaſi ion give you My RIGHT Hax D: Declaring 
hereby that we look upon you as a true Miniſter 
of Feſus Chriſt, regularly introduced into that ſacred 
Office: inveſted with the /ame Power: intitled to 
the /ame Privileges ; ; as well as obliged. to the 


fame Duties with thoſe of us who, are in the 
b e | 


| 4 3 * Dear Sir, We dea con- 
gratulate you upon the Honour that Chriſt has 
done you, in that, having counted you worthy, he 
has put you into the Miniſtry : Rejoicing with'you 
| for all thoſe Gifts and Graces we truſt you have 
received from our aſcended Lord; which give us 


the hopeful and the pleaſing Proſpea of n 85 
2 faithful Servant in b Hou le, 


A. the home of the Elders e let 
me aſſure you, that we welcome you as a fellow 
Labourer with us in the Vineyard of the Lord of 


Hoſts : And we do with ſincere Affection, and fer- 
3 vent 
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vent Charity, etmbtacr you as a Brother iand Com- 
panion in the Goſpel Miniſtry :? and pretniſe you 
all the Love and Neſpeg the Counſel and Aſſiſtanee 


upon you to be à Fell 
ing the commbn Salvation, the grand Intereſt and 
Glory of him who is Both your: Lord, und our' 
and that we may liabe great Comfort in you, and 
Anne 1 " as we — ſtand in need. 


1e N63 : 
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us, and are become ohe of us, we will freely de- 
clare; and not hide it from you, that there ars 7 


pecvliar Difficulties, Temptations atid 'Davgers it: 
tending the Office you have undertalien. Fer 
what is our Buſiheſs, but to open Mens Eyes and 


turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
Power of Satan unto God: To reprove Men for» 


their Sins, to perfivade Men in Chiilt's Stead t be 
 recohciled unto God, to tall upon al to repent bf 
their: Sins and to renouhee even their moſt beloved 


Luſts? In the plain and faithful Diſcharge of theſe 


Duties, you may expedt great Oppoſition! from all 
the Powers of | Darkneſs, as well as from the cor. 
rupt and pervefſe Tempers of Men, which "try 


your Faith, your Sener your Prudence and d evety 
Grace, within cars oh 


on © 
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We tell you this not to courage you; but, 
DRE Son, we warn you, that you may be pre- 


pared 


you can reaſonably defire of us: and we depend 
ow-helper witti us in promot- 
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pared for:the variqus Trials, and Conflias: yell my 
meet with. 10 And we; aſſure! you; that we ſhall be 
ready! | to dennen direct ou, to] aſſiſt and encou · 
tage you as we ſhall be able. And when we can 
dono farther, we will with our fervent Prayers com- 
mend;you: ta the Grace of Chriſt which is ſofficient 
for us, and you: For greater; is he 1 e us 
than all that ure or can be miaſt us. 1150 
4300 Ot of YE 5Ww 26 OY i: #4 501 — 
Axp we can aſſore you Fark for your En- 
eouragement, That he is a good Maſter whom we 
ſerve, and who, bas faid, Zo, om with, you always ; 
who knows our Work, our Labour and our Patience; 
and who will reward, us not altogether according to 
our Succeſs; but according to our Diligence and 
Fidelity. Our Work is with the Lord, . our 
Reward with our God, % 0 
Hunz then we leave yon to We ſy Jabour in 
your Lot, till the End of the Days appointed: for 
you : ſending up our Wiſhes and Prayers for you 
that the Hand of the Lord may be with you, to 
ſtrengthen your Hands and encourage your. Heart, 
and ſucceed your Work. And, Dear Brother, if 
you and we do but obtain Mercy of the Lord to be 
faithful unto. Death, we ſhall. meet and dwell, and 
ſhine together in the Kingdom of our. Father 


: forever, AMEN. 2 


I HAVE nothing further to add; but a ſhort Word 
to the Church and Sal _ uſually meeting 
in this Place. 


* 


Dearly Beloved i in our Zora Jeſus Chriſt! 


Wr truſt that we lincerely ſympathiſed with you _ 
the laſt Year, in the fore and grievous Breach that 


God, in his holy and righteous Providence, made 
upon you, in the Death of your late worthy and 
beloved Paſtor. And we now congratulate you 
upon the Reſettlement of the Goſpel Miniſtry, and 
Ordinances among you. We ſce, that altho? Mini- 


ſters are not ſuffered to continue by Reaſon of 2 
Death; yet the Redeemer, who is King and Head * 
of theChurch, liveth ; with whom is the Reſidue of 
the Spirit, And he, who is the God of the Spiritg 


of all Fleſh, has found a Man to ſet over this Con- 


gregation, that he may go in before you, and go out 


# 
: 
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before you, and lead you out and lead you in; that 


ye may no longer be as Sheep without a Shepherd. 
BxnolD THE Man, your Paſtor, your ſpiritual 
Guide and Leader Receive him as we truſt and 


hope he is a precious Gift of our aſcended Saviour; 


and love and honour him as your Miniſter. We 


| beſeech you Brethren to know him who is called 
| to labour among you, and who is ſet over you in 


the Lord to admoniſh yon: and eſteem him very 
bighly in Love for his Works Sake; and be at 


Peace among yourſelves: And the God of Love 


and Feen be with you all, AMzN, 
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